
NEXT REGULAR MEETING: Tuesday, Aug. 25 - 6pm

New security cameras
expand coverage at GRC

Board approves partnership 
with BCTC for dual credit

CCPS is installing 278 new security cameras at GRC 
with financial support primarily through grants and Safe 
Schools-related funding. The new system is designed to 
eliminate blind spots, improve coverage, and make it easier 
for administrators to locate and review footage when needed.

Technology Department staff, maintenance personnel, and 
students hired for summer work have participated in the 
installation, providing students with hands-on work 
experience while helping complete the project.

The BOARD REPORT

NOTABLE &NOTABLE &
QUOTABLEQUOTABLE

“Of the 13 counties we serve, Clark 
is one that has consistently been 

incredible to work with. Your focus on 
students and their success and your 

commitment to supporting 
their futures is clear. This partnership 
is just getting started and there are 

many great things ahead.”

-BCTC President Dr. Greg Feeney
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The board acknowledged a Memorandum of Agreement 
between the Kentucky Community and Technical College 
System (KCTCS), Bluegrass Community and Technical College 
(BCTC), and CCPS to implement dual credit coursework.

BCTC President and CEO Dr. Gregory Feeney thanked 
Superintendent Howard and his team for their partnership, 
noting that BCTC has had a record-breaking year, including 
its highest enrollment and success rates in college history. 
He highlighted a 23% increase in Bluegrass College Academy 
participation in Clark County, giving high school students the 
opportunity to earn associate degrees before graduation and 
potentially save up to $30,000 in college costs.

“What I also love about Superintendent Howard and his 
team is that they are not afraid to give feedback and ask 
for things,” Dr. Feeney said. “That is what makes for a strong 
partnership and ensures we are all collectively doing the best 
we can do to support students.”

Board of Education
GREATNESS RECOGNITIONS

Pages 4-13

Several representatives from BCTC attended the 
meeting in support of our growing dual credit 
partnership, from left, Dr. Laura Hunt, Dr. Wendy 
Bolt, Camille Carpenter, BCTC President & CEO 
Dr. Gregory Feeney, Superintendent Dustin 
Howard, Dr. Erin Tipton, Assistant Superintendent 
Kelly Fithen, and BCTC Winchester campus 
director Dr. Sheldon Sharpe.

BCTC dual credit partnership
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REPORTBOARDThe CCPSCCPS
The Board’s approved goals for 2026–27 

will guide the district’s work in the coming 
year, with particular attention to ensuring that 
district resources remain focused on student 
success.

Board members formally acknowledged 
Superintendent Howard’s outstanding 
2025–26 evaluation and thanked him for his 
work and dedication to CCPS students, with 
Board Chair Dr. Dora Hall reading the 
evaulation aloud.

The Board approved Mr. Howard’s 2026–27 
Professional Growth Plan, which focuses on:

	> Continued instructional leadership and 
academic improvement.

	> Recruitment and retention of 
high-quality teachers and support staff.

	> Strengthening district culture and 
climate.

	> Encouraging staff to model the 
characteristics outlined in the Portrait 
of a Clark County Learner.

The Board approved its 2026–27 Board of 
Education Goals. The goals are aligned with 
the superintendent’s evaluation standards 
and emphasize long-term academic growth, 
instructional integrity, employee engagement 
and belonging, professional learning 
communities, leadership development, 
recruitment and retention, data-informed 
decision-making, fiscal responsibility, facilities, 
and maintaining services for students.

Leadership goals
Page 2

Superintendent Howard reviewed major 
improvements in school safety (cameras discussed 
on Page 1) and expanded career education to 
feeding thousands of children and helping students 
meet their summer learning goals.

Cardinal Connections Academy is underway, 
with staff participating in professional learning 
centered on the district’s five instructional pillars.

Back-to-school events begin Aug. 3 and 
continue through Aug. 11, and the annual staff 
Connect event will welcome all 1,300 employees 
with food, celebration, and community vendors.

Perhaps the most staggering number Howard 
shared was the district’s summer feeding total. 
Up to the July 28 meeting, CCPS had served more 
than 130,000 meals to children 18 and under across 
the county. Thousands of additional meals were 
provided through camps and programs at Strode, 
Baker, BCTC, Preschool, College Park, GRC and 
the Community Center, while the Flight Academy 
served more than 6,000 meals.

The Flight Academy also celebrated academic 
success, with 201 students earning their “wings” 
after meeting their summer literacy growth goals.

CCPS is preparing to significantly expand career 
and technical education through new Paxton 
Patterson Career Labs, bringing career exploration to 
students as early as fifth grade. A ribbon-cutting 
is planned for Sept. 8, and CCPS will be showcased 
as a national model for exposing students to career 
pathways before high school.

SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT
Dustin Howard
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Additional Business
Board vice chair Carl Kiser provided an update 

from the KSBA Summer Institute and the Local 
School Board Members Advisory Council.

Mr. Kiser reported that Clark County Schools 
were highlighted statewide for their work in 
teacher retention, with particular attention given 
to the district’s daycare program as an innovative 
strategy supporting employees. Mr. Kiser will 
serve as chair of the Advisory Council for the 
coming year.

The Board received a construction update on 
the RDC and Baker renovation projects. John 
Hagan Codell of Codell Construction reported the 
projects are progressing without major problems.

The Board:

	> Supported facility improvements across the 
district, including approving construction 
documents for the RDC baseball and softball 
infield turf projects.

	> Approved a Student Based Enterprise Sales 
Agreement for the GRC School Store, 
supporting hands-on learning and student 
enterprise opportunities.

	> Approved the Multi-Tiered System of Supports 
Handbook, which provides a framework for 
identifying and addressing students’ academic, 
behavioral and social-emotional needs through 
tiered levels of support.

	> Approved Memoranda of Understanding 
(MOUs) with several community organizations 
that provide services and resources to students 

and families: Center for Grieving Children and 
Families, Mountain Comprehensive Care 
Center, New Vista, National Youth Advocate 
Program, Resolutions Therapy Practice, and 
Specialized Alternatives for Family and Youth 
of Kentucky, Inc.

	> Approved updates of several district policies 
and procedures as part of ongoing efforts to 
bring processes up to date (see agenda).

	> Approved the annual request for an EPSB/ECS 
emergency certification application, allowing 
the district to obtain the necessary approval 
number should emergency teacher 
certifications be needed.

	> Approved the annual Kentucky School Boards 
Association-recommended staff handbook.

	> Approved a revised facility rental fee schedule 
form for the Hannah McClure Cardinal 
Community Center. The form is designed 
specifically for the center’s hourly rental 
periods and does not change rental 
procedures for other district buildings.

	> Authorized payment of salaries and accounts 
payable.

	> Approved the consent agenda items as 
presented. VIEW AGENDA
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GREATNESS RECOGNITIONS
The Clark County Board of Education Greatness Recognitions honor staff, students, and community members 

who exemplify one or more of the Portrait of a Clark County Learner competencies.
This is Growing Greatness in action. Congratulations to all, and shoutout to our nominators!

http://www.clarkschools.net
mailto:dustin.howard%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:kelly.fithen%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:brandon.watkins%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/district-administrators-b0633649
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/board-of-education-62c2338f
mailto:dora.hall%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:carl.kiser%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ben.dorsey%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ashley.ritchie%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:paula.thomas%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=


REPORTBOARDThe CCPSCCPS Page 5

CCPS
Supt. Dustin Howard
CAO/Asst. Supt. Kelly Fithen
COO Brandon Watkins
Full Admin Team

Clark County Board of EducationClark County Board of Education - The Board Report - July 28, 2026 - The Board Report - July 28, 2026

Dr. Dora Hall, Chair (District 2)
Carl Kiser, Vice Chair (District 1)

Ben Dorsey (District 4)
Ashley Ritchie-Rowland (District 5)
Paula Thomas (District 3)

GREATNESS RECOGNITIONS
The Clark County Board of Education Greatness Recognitions honor staff, students, and community members 

who exemplify one or more of the Portrait of a Clark County Learner competencies.
This is Growing Greatness in action. Congratulations to all, and shoutout to our nominators!

http://www.clarkschools.net
mailto:dustin.howard%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:kelly.fithen%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:brandon.watkins%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/district-administrators-b0633649
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/board-of-education-62c2338f
mailto:dora.hall%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:carl.kiser%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ben.dorsey%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ashley.ritchie%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:paula.thomas%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=


REPORTBOARDThe CCPSCCPS Page 6

CCPS
Supt. Dustin Howard
CAO/Asst. Supt. Kelly Fithen
COO Brandon Watkins
Full Admin Team

Clark County Board of EducationClark County Board of Education - The Board Report - July 28, 2026 - The Board Report - July 28, 2026

Dr. Dora Hall, Chair (District 2)
Carl Kiser, Vice Chair (District 1)

Ben Dorsey (District 4)
Ashley Ritchie-Rowland (District 5)
Paula Thomas (District 3)

GREATNESS RECOGNITIONS
The Clark County Board of Education Greatness Recognitions honor staff, students, and community members 

who exemplify one or more of the Portrait of a Clark County Learner competencies.
This is Growing Greatness in action. Congratulations to all, and shoutout to our nominators!

http://www.clarkschools.net
mailto:dustin.howard%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:kelly.fithen%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:brandon.watkins%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/district-administrators-b0633649
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/board-of-education-62c2338f
mailto:dora.hall%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:carl.kiser%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ben.dorsey%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ashley.ritchie%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:paula.thomas%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=


REPORTBOARDThe CCPSCCPS Page 7

CCPS
Supt. Dustin Howard
CAO/Asst. Supt. Kelly Fithen
COO Brandon Watkins
Full Admin Team

Clark County Board of EducationClark County Board of Education - The Board Report - July 28, 2026 - The Board Report - July 28, 2026

Dr. Dora Hall, Chair (District 2)
Carl Kiser, Vice Chair (District 1)

Ben Dorsey (District 4)
Ashley Ritchie-Rowland (District 5)
Paula Thomas (District 3)

GREATNESS RECOGNITIONS
The Clark County Board of Education Greatness Recognitions honor staff, students, and community members 

who exemplify one or more of the Portrait of a Clark County Learner competencies.
This is Growing Greatness in action. Congratulations to all, and shoutout to our nominators!

http://www.clarkschools.net
mailto:dustin.howard%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:kelly.fithen%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:brandon.watkins%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/district-administrators-b0633649
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/board-of-education-62c2338f
mailto:dora.hall%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:carl.kiser%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ben.dorsey%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ashley.ritchie%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:paula.thomas%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=


REPORTBOARDThe CCPSCCPS Page 8

CCPS
Supt. Dustin Howard
CAO/Asst. Supt. Kelly Fithen
COO Brandon Watkins
Full Admin Team

Clark County Board of EducationClark County Board of Education - The Board Report - July 28, 2026 - The Board Report - July 28, 2026

Dr. Dora Hall, Chair (District 2)
Carl Kiser, Vice Chair (District 1)

Ben Dorsey (District 4)
Ashley Ritchie-Rowland (District 5)
Paula Thomas (District 3)

GREATNESS RECOGNITIONS
The Clark County Board of Education Greatness Recognitions honor staff, students, and community members 

who exemplify one or more of the Portrait of a Clark County Learner competencies.
This is Growing Greatness in action. Congratulations to all, and shoutout to our nominators!

http://www.clarkschools.net
mailto:dustin.howard%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:kelly.fithen%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:brandon.watkins%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/district-administrators-b0633649
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/board-of-education-62c2338f
mailto:dora.hall%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:carl.kiser%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ben.dorsey%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ashley.ritchie%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:paula.thomas%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=


REPORTBOARDThe CCPSCCPS Page 9

CCPS
Supt. Dustin Howard
CAO/Asst. Supt. Kelly Fithen
COO Brandon Watkins
Full Admin Team

Clark County Board of EducationClark County Board of Education - The Board Report - July 28, 2026 - The Board Report - July 28, 2026

Dr. Dora Hall, Chair (District 2)
Carl Kiser, Vice Chair (District 1)

Ben Dorsey (District 4)
Ashley Ritchie-Rowland (District 5)
Paula Thomas (District 3)

GREATNESS RECOGNITIONS
The Clark County Board of Education Greatness Recognitions honor staff, students, and community members 

who exemplify one or more of the Portrait of a Clark County Learner competencies.
This is Growing Greatness in action. Congratulations to all, and shoutout to our nominators!

http://www.clarkschools.net
mailto:dustin.howard%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:kelly.fithen%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:brandon.watkins%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/district-administrators-b0633649
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/board-of-education-62c2338f
mailto:dora.hall%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:carl.kiser%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ben.dorsey%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ashley.ritchie%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:paula.thomas%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=


REPORTBOARDThe CCPSCCPS Page 10

CCPS
Supt. Dustin Howard
CAO/Asst. Supt. Kelly Fithen
COO Brandon Watkins
Full Admin Team

Clark County Board of EducationClark County Board of Education - The Board Report - July 28, 2026 - The Board Report - July 28, 2026

Dr. Dora Hall, Chair (District 2)
Carl Kiser, Vice Chair (District 1)

Ben Dorsey (District 4)
Ashley Ritchie-Rowland (District 5)
Paula Thomas (District 3)

GREATNESS RECOGNITIONS
The Clark County Board of Education Greatness Recognitions honor staff, students, and community members 

who exemplify one or more of the Portrait of a Clark County Learner competencies.
This is Growing Greatness in action. Congratulations to all, and shoutout to our nominators!

http://www.clarkschools.net
mailto:dustin.howard%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:kelly.fithen%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:brandon.watkins%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/district-administrators-b0633649
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/board-of-education-62c2338f
mailto:dora.hall%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:carl.kiser%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ben.dorsey%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ashley.ritchie%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:paula.thomas%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=


REPORTBOARDThe CCPSCCPS Page 11

CCPS
Supt. Dustin Howard
CAO/Asst. Supt. Kelly Fithen
COO Brandon Watkins
Full Admin Team

Clark County Board of EducationClark County Board of Education - The Board Report - July 28, 2026 - The Board Report - July 28, 2026

Dr. Dora Hall, Chair (District 2)
Carl Kiser, Vice Chair (District 1)

Ben Dorsey (District 4)
Ashley Ritchie-Rowland (District 5)
Paula Thomas (District 3)

GREATNESS RECOGNITIONS
The Clark County Board of Education Greatness Recognitions honor staff, students, and community members 

who exemplify one or more of the Portrait of a Clark County Learner competencies.
This is Growing Greatness in action. Congratulations to all, and shoutout to our nominators!

http://www.clarkschools.net
mailto:dustin.howard%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:kelly.fithen%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:brandon.watkins%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/district-administrators-b0633649
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/board-of-education-62c2338f
mailto:dora.hall%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:carl.kiser%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ben.dorsey%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ashley.ritchie%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:paula.thomas%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=


REPORTBOARDThe CCPSCCPS Page 12

CCPS
Supt. Dustin Howard
CAO/Asst. Supt. Kelly Fithen
COO Brandon Watkins
Full Admin Team

Clark County Board of EducationClark County Board of Education - The Board Report - July 28, 2026 - The Board Report - July 28, 2026

Dr. Dora Hall, Chair (District 2)
Carl Kiser, Vice Chair (District 1)

Ben Dorsey (District 4)
Ashley Ritchie-Rowland (District 5)
Paula Thomas (District 3)

GREATNESS RECOGNITIONS
The Clark County Board of Education Greatness Recognitions honor staff, students, and community members 

who exemplify one or more of the Portrait of a Clark County Learner competencies.
This is Growing Greatness in action. Congratulations to all, and shoutout to our nominators!

http://www.clarkschools.net
mailto:dustin.howard%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:kelly.fithen%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:brandon.watkins%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/district-administrators-b0633649
https://clarkschools.net/en-US/board-of-education-62c2338f
mailto:dora.hall%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:carl.kiser%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ben.dorsey%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:ashley.ritchie%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=
mailto:paula.thomas%40clark.kyschools.us?subject=


REPORTBOARDThe CCPSCCPS Page 13

CCPS
Supt. Dustin Howard
CAO/Asst. Supt. Kelly Fithen
COO Brandon Watkins
Full Admin Team

Clark County Board of EducationClark County Board of Education - The Board Report - July 28, 2026 - The Board Report - July 28, 2026

Dr. Dora Hall, Chair (District 2)
Carl Kiser, Vice Chair (District 1)

Ben Dorsey (District 4)
Ashley Ritchie-Rowland (District 5)
Paula Thomas (District 3)

GROUP GREATNESS RECOGNITIONS
EARNED SINCE OUR GROUP RECOGNITION EVENT AT RDC ON APRIL 21

GRC TRACK & FIELD
The Board of Education is honored to recognize GRC Track & Field 

athletes who achieved excellence since our April 21 group 
recognition event. We recognized senior Haddon Cecil, and 2026 

graduates Bailey Howard and Teigh Yeast. 
Congratulations! Your Greatness Shows! 

Bailey was the KHSAA Region Champion and State Champion in 
pole vault.

Teigh was KHSAA Region Champion in long jump, triple jump, 
and high jump, KHSAA state runner-up in triple jump, and finished 

3rd in KHSAA state long jump.

Haddon finished 5th in KHSAA state high jump. 
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